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H&M DONATION TO HELP PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN
INDIA

Children in one of the most disadvantaged cotton and cotton-seed producing
communities in the world will be helped out of work and into education by UNICEF
through a new five-year initiative funded by a USD 4.5 million donation from H&M.

The “All for Children” initiative will focus on the rights of children in the Salem and Dharmapuri
districts in Tamil Nadu on the southern tip of India to help prevent exploitation of children and
improve access to health and nutrition care services.

"I am really pleased that after years of planning and research, the “All for Children” initiative is
now off the ground. Over the next five years H&M and UNICEF will work together to create a
better and healthier future for children in this region, preventing child labour and promoting
access to good education,” says Ingrid Schullstrom, CSR Manager at H&M.

“Together with UNICEF, H&M is taking decisive action to help build a protective environment
that promotes children’s rights to health, nutrition and education and protection against abuse
and exploitation, thus tackling the source of child labour,” adds Anna Ryott, Deputy Executive
Director UNICEF Sweden.

The five-year project is the longest and most wide-reaching initiative that H&M has ever run
with UNICEF and shows the enormity of the task ahead. To ensure wide-ranging and long-
lasting benefits, “All for Children” will work through five key strategies addressing child
protection policies and structures, education, community mobilisation, social protection and
health and nutrition services. The project will focus on children from vulnerable families and
children that are working in cotton fields and other areas of work.

“With H&M's donation and long-term collaboration, UNICEF and our partners in Tamil Nadu
will be helping to address and prevent child labour,” said Karin Hulshof, Representative of
UNICEF India. “Offering children quality education, and access to other basic services, is the
best way to keep them out of work and help them realize their full potential.”

Throughout the project, H&M customers will be able to donate money to “All for Children” to
help support the fight for children’s rights.
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